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THE GATHERING

Arctic Borderlands completed its 22nd year of monitoring ecological change within the range
of the Porcupine Caribou Herd in December, 2018. Monitors in communities throughout the
range interviewed local experts, asking questions about changes they are seeing on the land.
Data collected is kept in an online database for use by the participating communities. ABEKS
gatherings have always been the primary instrument for sharing information between
communities and providing the co-op board with direction for the coming years. Due to
funding constraints, it has been four years since the last gathering.
Here you will find a summary of key points raised by people who attended the gathering,
generously hosted by the Ehdiitat Gwich’in Renewable Resource Council in Aklavik. There
were 40 participants in total, including Elders, youth, community monitors, past and present
board members, funding agencies and others. We are grateful to the many who stayed
through three days of discussion and shared meals, who found their way through blizzards
and darkness to come together.

Quana Qujannamiik Quyanainni Máhsı Mahsı̀ Mársı
Kinanāskomitin Thank you Merci Hąį’.

The complete gathering proceedings and many of the presentations can be found
on the ABEKS website at: https://www.arcticborderlands.org/documents
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HIGHLIGHTS
·
Community monitors can be trained to work with the database, to produce graphs and
statistics for their community. This may provide training opportunities, particularly for youth
monitors, and increase local ownership of the program.
·
There is interest in bringing the old co-op materials such as audio recordings and
photographs back to the North. Youth could be recruited to digitize some of the materials.
Additionally, the ABEKS database includes a large section with quotes, stories and other
anecdotes. This is one of the program’s treasures and can provide material for narratives and
other projects. Short stories can be broadcast on radio or podcast. This is another
opportunity for youth to share information with their communities.
·
There is interest from all participants in modernizing with tablets and developing a
digital survey for use in the field. INAC may be able to help fund these initiatives.
·
ABEKS needs to promote the data more and give organizations like GRRB a clear
understanding of what is in the database and how it can be used.
·
ABEKS data is being used by researchers in the Tracking Change Program, led by
Brenda Parlee. One example is Iria Heredia Vazquez’s work for the Joint Secretariat which
used LEK from ABEKS to examine how fishing livlihoods are changing in the McKenzie Delta.
·
Catherine Gagnon’s work with ABEKS caribou data from 2000-2010 found a relationship
between snow depth and caribou body condition suggesting that less snow relates to better
body condition for caribou. Therefore, if one of the results of climate change is less snow and
the herd is not doing well, it is important to find out what IS affecting them. For example, if
drilling in the 1002 lands occurs, Catherine’s work may be able to show that the herd is not
responding negatively because of climate change and prompt further investigation into the
effects of development. Catherine’s work should be updated to 2018 to see what is
happening now.
·
It is necessary for the RRCs and HTCs to help define how data should be shared in
future. Some councils have identified a capacity issue that limits participation. One idea is for
the RRC/HTCs to identify their research needs and priorities and the ABEKS board to try to
match data requests to those needs. Another is to turn data management over to existing
government structures such as the Joint Secretariat and the Gwich’in Tribal Council. ABEKS
will pursue collaboration with possible partners in 2019.

The complete gathering proceedings and many of the presentations can be
found on the ABEKS website at: https://www.arcticborderlands.org/documents
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SUGGESTIONS

·
The interviewee consent form attached to the survey could be amended to obtain
permission for data access. – Julie Ann Andre, GGRRC Senior Monitor
·
Add a question to the survey about which herd is being observed and mention in the
community monitor report that Tuk is primarily hunting Blue Nose herd. – Joe Tetlichi,
PCMB
·
Identify current programs and how they are used. Look at the similarities and
differences and find synergies – this is a BIG JOB and could possibly be done by a university
student. – Amy Amos, GRRB
·
Consider giving organizations like GRRB ongoing access for analysis ‘in house’. – Amy
Amos, GRRB
·
There is a lot of information from ABEKS over the years. We need to take the
information into the schools. Everything we are talking about is global warming. Young
people don’t know what it was like before global warming, they need to be taught how it
was before. It is up to us elders to teach them, all the people who lived that life. – Abe
Stewart – Tetlit Gwich’in RRC, Elder
·
“When you do your interviews, you need to go to the elders, out of the truck and into
the mountains because they see what’s out there. We all learn from one another and we
need to build on that, educate our young people. We need to look at the data and find all
the good things that are in there and make it work for our communities.”– Johnny Kaye,
Tetlit Gwich’in RRC
·
Many ABEKS members are interested in using ABEKS data to look at the effect of
forest fire on caribou and other animals. Suggestions included finding a way of using
caribou abundance data with forest fire mapping to get a sense of how long it takes caribou
to return to an area after forest fire.

The complete gathering proceedings and many of the presentations can be found
on the ABEKS website at: https://www.arcticborderlands.org/documents
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WISDOM
“We’re in a crisis today, a hard time with the caribou herd. We need to share our
information with other organizations so they can help us out. Information we share
becomes very valuable to speed up the process of making decisions…There’s a lot of work
has been done...In order to have valuable leaders in our community we have to share and
stand behind decisions. We are the ones in the community that hold that role, that have
authority. It’s our job to give direction and this is part of it.” – Esau Schafer
“ABEKS is the only place where we can hear concerns from both the Gwich’in and
Inuvialuit sides, for example, muskox stories from different regions. We know there is a
problem with the relationship between caribou and muskox but people don’t listen to us.
But the numbers don’t lie. We want to find out how climate change and muskox have an
impact on our people in Aklavik.” – Billie Archie
“We are one people…why have this ‘are you Inuvialuit, are you Gwich’in?’ To me, those
days are gone.”– James Andre
“People in the east wish they had had a program before their herds crashed. It is
important to have data before and after development to understand the impacts. Keep
going!”– Catherine Gagnon

Keep it simple
Joe Tetlichi
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