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INTRODUCTION
Arctic Borderlands Ecological Knowledge
Society (ABEKS) has been working with nine
communities within or near to the range of the
Porcupine Caribou Herd for the past 19 years. Each
year a community member conducts interview
surveys with 20 other community residents to learn
and record their observations from the past year
on the land. The nine communities involved are:
Arctic Village and Kaktovik in Alaska, Inuvik,
Aklavik, Fort McPherson, Tsiigehtchic, and
Tuktoyaktuk in NWT, and Old Crow, Yukon. The
surveys capture observations about weather events,
caribou, mammals, fish, berries, and birds, as well
as general observations about land and water.
Information is recorded and organized on a
database and is held in trust for each community to
use as they see fit. The community data can guide
questions for future research and may identify
emerging trends. Over the years, this knowledge
has been incorporated into projects by community
organizations, scientists, and government
researchers to answer specific questions about
ecosystem change. Examples of these are available
on the ABEKS website (www.arcticborderlands.
org).
The ABEKS community meetings are a chance
for partners and community members to hear
about the data collected in the past season and
to discuss what they have observed. Community
Monitors also present reports based on their
interview experience. The meetings are also an
opportunity for feedback on the ABEKS program
and a chance to reflect on questions for future
direction. This year each meeting included an
overview of ABEKS and the community ecosystem
monitoring program, graphs of data collected from
the past season, an update on the caribou synthesis
research, and an open discussion of the results.
A number of common observations and
comments were shared by those in attendance
including:

MUSKOX: Many community members
talked about the Porcupine Caribou Herd
overwintering in Alaska in 2014 and whether
it was related to increasing numbers of muskox in
the eastern part of the PCH range.
SUMMARY REPORT: A number of people
asked about the possibility of preparing a report
on the history of ABEKS and the long-term
observations from the community data, including
what it might say about future change. In
particular many people were interested in more
information about changes and observation in
local water levels and how this effects on wildlife,
fish, contaminant levels, and the landscape.
OBSERVATION TOOLS: Community
members indicated that a ‘journal’, calendar,
or observation booklets could be provided so
observations could be recorded throughout the
year.
Our 2015 Community Meetings were
successful due to the collective efforts of ABEKS
Board members, community monitors, and
the local RRCs and HTCs. Thank you to our
2015 Community Monitors: Elizabeth Arey in
Tuktoyaktuk, Cheryl Wright and Nellie Elanik in
Inuvik, Leighanne Lennie in Tsiigehtchic, May
Andre in Fort McPherson, Rosemary Arey and
Dorothy Ross in Aklavik, Jason Van Fleet in
Old Crow, and Mildred Allen in Arctic Village.
Thank you to Jeremy Mosher, Michelle Gruben,
Rose Mary Arey, and Dorothy Ross in Aklavik;
Allen Firth, Amy Amos, Martha Blake, and
David Haogak in Inuvik; Leighanne Lennie in
Tsiigehtchic; May Andre, Gina Vaneltsi-Neyando
and Alexandra Francis in Fort McPherson;
Jason Van Fleet, Mary Jane Moses, and Megan
Williams in Old Crow and our Director James
Andre, who travelled many roads to meet, talk,
share, and listen to everyone. Thank you to
everyone who attended the meetings and took
the time to participate and provide suggestions.
Thank you to the community members who
are out on the land each year and sharing this
information with us all.
Mahsi’ - Quyanaq/Quyanainni – Thank you.

Old Crow
ABEKS Community Meeting
Old Crow Community Hall
March 23rd, 2015 6-8 PM
Locally prepared stew and bannock followed by a
community meeting.
In Attendance:
Stanley G Njootli Jr., Mary Jane Moses, Sally
Nukon, Hugh Charlie, Rosie McWherter, Kathie
Nukon, Joel Peter, Dean Kapuschak, Peter Charlie,
Eileen Chambers, Jason Van Fleet, Jodi Crewe,
Michael Svoboda
Introductions and welcome by Program
Coordinator Michael Svoboda. Opening prayer by
Mary Jane Moses

Caribou Management Board, and Salmon SubCommittee use ABEKS data. Michael Svoboda
explained that the ABEKS surveys results of
caribou body condition have been provided to the
PCMB for the past two years. Jason Van Fleet also
asked about the purpose of the scientific indicators
compiled and posted yearly by ABEKS. Michael
Svoboda explained that ABEKS information is
incorporated to the Annual Summary Report
completed by the Porcupine Caribou Technical
Committee (PCTC) and discussed during the
Annual Harvest Meeting to assist in this decisionmaking. The PCTC summarizes data regarding
if interviewees’ needs were met for caribou,
information about abnormalities (caribou herd
condition), and data about extreme weather events,

Presentations:
Administrative Coordinator Jodi Crewe
presented an overview of Arctic Borderlands
Ecological Knowledge Society (ABEKS). Program
Coordinator, Michael Svoboda, presented the
community ecosystem survey results from the
2014-2015 program as well as an update of the
caribou synthesis data results (reports included).
ABEKS Old Crow Community Monitor, Jason
Van Fleet, reported on the community ecosystem
survey responses for 2014 season.
Questions & Discussion:
Jason Van Fleet asked about the Salmon Plan
for the Porcupine River and how the Porcupine

such as icing and deep snow.
Jason also described how people in the
community would like to see information about
freeze-up, overflow, and river icing information.
Hugh Charlie talked about how fat samples
are taken with kits provided by the Northern
Regional Biologist, Mike Suitor. Other community
members asked about the types of questions in the
ABEKS survey. Jodi Crewe described the seven
main categories on the survey: time on the land,
weather, berries, fish, birds, caribou, and mammals.
The survey is posted on the ABEKS website
and Jodi noted that it will be circulated at future
community meetings. Jason Van Fleet discussed
how he would note on the surveys if interviewees
got more than one caribou. He also suggested that
ABEKS provide a calendar with times to note data
for surveys such as snow, temperature, number of
birds, weather events, and berries.
Mary Jane Moses asked about maps to locate
berry-picking areas that could help to show how
they are changing. She also suggested including
other edible plants in the ABEKS survey questions,
such as wild rhubarb.

Joel Peter asked how much caribou was hunted
and used by other communities in the survey,
especially since the caribou travelled different
routes last year. Scientific indicators show that the

commented that
between 2010 and 2013
the overflow affected
people getting the
muskrat houses and
the push-ups were not
visible.
Jason Van Fleet noted
that when he conducted
the surveys, fewer people said they were meeting
their needs and that this could be due to the fish
closure last year. There was a discussion about
how the 2014 survey data indicated more salmon
was harvested, but some community members
questioned whether this was because the need is
higher than in the past. Other community members
noted that there were Burbot in wintertime and
that people harvested lots of whitefish. There were
also greater numbers of whitefish after the salmon
run.

caribou was in Alaska this year. The ABEKS Data
results from Old Crow and all the communities
together were presented during the data summary
presentations. Peter Charlie noted that there were
caribou just on the other side of mountain three
years ago.
Community members mentioned that lately
there have been more black bear problems in
town and fluctuations in numbers. It was noted
that Dall sheep permits are not needed in the
Richardson Mountains and at Fishing Branch.
More grizzly bear have been seen in Old Crow
and people have suddenly been seeing more
marten and moose.

Peter Charlie said there were not many
blueberries last year and fewer cranberries, however
he said there were more salmonberries. He also
noted that there were fewer game birds generally
than last year, especially fewer geese. This year
there was an unusual event in Old Crow where a
swan stayed behind.
The presenters thanked everyone for their
participation and input and the meeting ended at 8
PM.

Muskrat numbers had been reported to be
higher in the last few years until the 2014 season,
where people reported less. Community members
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Inuvik
ABEKS Community Meeting
Alex Moses Greenland Boardroom
March 24th, 2015 6 to 8PM
In Attendance:
Neil Firth, Richard Gordon, William Francis,
Caron Olive, Correna Phio??, Allen Firth,
Patricia Rogers, Renee Wissink, David Haogak,
James Andre, Jodi Crewe, Michael Svoboda
Introductions and welcome by Michael
Svoboda and James Andre.
Presentations:
Administrative Coordinator Jodi Crewe
presented an overview of Arctic Borderlands
Ecological Knowledge Society (ABEKS).
Program Coordinator, Michael Svoboda,
presented the community ecosystem survey
results from the 2014-2015 program as well as
an update of the caribou synthesis data results
(reports included).

ABEKS Inuvik Community Monitors, Cheryl
Wright and Nellie Elanik were unable to attend
meeting. Their reports were circulated.
Questions & Discussion:
Community members asked about the
differences between the Gwich’in Renewable
Resource Board (GRRB) surveys and ABEKS
questions about the condition of caribou,
particularly if people would actually say if the
caribou they saw were in bad condition. Michael
Svoboda explained how interviewees names are
not revealed and also that the ABEKS survey is
about observations rather than harvest numbers.
David Haogak reminded the group that the
ABEKS surveys are not population records, but
observations about changes.
Community members noted that there were

22 tags given for Bluenose Caribou for Gwich’in
members this year. Community members noted
how the caribou used to be an hour out of town
but now they are found hours away, to the east and
north.
Allen Firth asked how the community of
Tuktoyaktuk became involved with ABEKS.
Michael Svoboda recalled that they became
involved because of community interest.
Richard Gordon said it would be interesting to
know what some the founding/early members,
such as Gary Kofinas, think about ABEKS now.
He referred to the example of the ABEKS Caribou
Report in 2008 where ABEKS local knowledge
data demonstrated that caribou were not in decline.
At the time it contradicted scientific information
circulated about the Porcupine Caribou Herd
decline. Later the numbers were found to support
the ABEKS results. James Andre noted how this
example emphasizes the importance of the ABEKS
work.
Richard Gordon asked if the surveys capture
amount of time on the land the interviewee spends
on the land and the differences between parttime and full-time hunters. He noted that he only
discusses observations from his personal time on
the land and not work observations from Herschel
Island because it is outside the caribou range.
Michael Svoboda explained how the questions on
the first page of the survey are specifically about
how much time the interviewee spends on the
land. Richard Gordon noted that the correlations
between time on the land and the observations
given, demonstrate a possible storyline for future
research. He also noted that maybe there are other
storylines behind the data. Michael Svoboda
responded that maybe it is time to focus more on
themes.
Richard Gordon explained that on Herschel
Island he has noticed how the snow ice on island
is affecting caribou foraging. Now caribou go to
mainland to forage and appear to be adjusting.
Michael Svoboda referred to the caribou analysis
from 2008 and how ABEKS was pointing to
other plateau questions about numbers and body
condition. So when ABEKS sees a problem, this
information can be given to co-management boards
and others to investigate. The current data synthesis
indicated a plateau or decline in people meeting
their needs for caribou. Michael suggested that this
leads to more questions about body size index and
how it is important to have these questions in mind

when out on the land. He also noted that the data
also reflects the condition of the caribou in spring.
Richard Gordon notices how animals are
adjusting to climate change, so maybe caribou
body conditions are changing in relationship to
climate. Community members are seeing that the
fall season seems to be coming later than August
and September. It was also noted that Bluenose
Caribou Herd harvesters have been saying the
animals are not in good shape.
The ABEKS data indicated that beaver were
fewer last season, and some community members
commented that water quality interactions could
affect results.
The group reviewed Old Crow fish data and
were interested in seeing how people are reporting
that salmon in Old Crow are increasing.
David Haogak noted that it was important
to distinguish between Arctic Char and Dolly
Varden, and that we need to be more specific on
survey so it is not confused.
One community member noted that cranberries
have been poor the past few years.
Richard Gordon suggested that a handbook
to record information would help when people
are recalling something specific that happened in
past year, even if you are working or are on the
land a lot. Michael Svoboda noted that this has
previously been requested but one of the barriers
is that the interviewees are chosen by the RRCs/
HTCs in the fall, so we would need support from
them to get them out to people in the spring.
James Andre noted that people might be out on
the land for 365 days of the year, meeting their
needs, but maybe not doing [harvesting] a lot –
so they are still “meeting their needs”. Richard
Gordon commented that the time on land piece
and being trained to observe is essential. With
more detailed and careful observation, we would
notice a difference - so question he put to the
group was: how are
we going to do that?
Richard Gordon
suggested that there is
a need to communicate
how to listen, watch,
and record, to the new
generations. He noted
that it is important to
always bring youth
with you so they learn

about observation. David Haogak stressed that the
total amount of time out there does not matter as
much as just getting out there and that it comes
back to point of observing while you are there.
Michael Svoboda talked about the youth gathering
component with ABEKS and how this was and
will continue to be a part of building that attitude
of observation.
Richard Gordon asked about the CWS survey
that suggested opening geese hunt to all NWT
residents because of overpopulations, yet
community observations suggest that geese are
not migrating in same patterns and that people are
not observing an increase. He asked why some of
the ABEKS data does not reflect this observation,
or ask the question about what people think
about what they are observing. Michael Svoboda
explained the last survey update was based on
community input and the need to keep certain
aspects consistent so the data can be compared over
time. Community monitors said that interviewees
claimed it took too long so time required to
complete each survey was also considered. Michael
Svoboda concluded that it would be difficult to
expand questions, however there are places on
the survey for people to provide more detailed
information and reflection.
David Haogak asked if our northern populations
are affected by avian cholera. Michael Svoboda
suggested that would be
a good question to put to
researchers.
Patricia Rogers asked
how many people are
interviewed in each
community. Jodi Crewe
explained that 20 people
are interviewed in each
community – Aklavik and
Inuvik have 40 each, 20
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Gwich’in and 20 Inuvialuit.
One community member suggested it might be
interesting to look at each individual interviewee’s
responses and how their observations also change
over time. Michael Svoboda noted that because
interviewee names are confidential, this type of
analysis would be difficult.
Michael Svoboda explained how ABEKS has

WMACns requested to see the digitized maps from
Aklavik for their study.
James Andre recalled meeting with Richard
Gordon’s father and how on Herschel it was harder
to land the planes. The landscape is changing so it is
easier to land now. James also suggested we should
send out invitations to the schools so children can
see what is going on. He said so much is changing
now, -60° used to be normal in the winter, and the
long ago houses always had north doors always
missing because wind was from the north, but now
this has changed.
Richard Gordon explained how the Inuvialuit
have been working hard to get all their traditional
knowledge and local knowledge together to be made
available for all. He said that they are also digitizing
data. He suggested that everyone should come
together with money and resources to bring ABEKS
storylines together, for us to say how to predict the
future and where to go from here.

begun a new analysis project with the GRRB that
incorporates ABEKS data of Whitefish, Inconnu
and Dolly Varden char to look at the total catch
of various fish species by community along with a
qualitative analyses of how ABEKS respondents
have viewed change.
Richard Gordon noted that the cost to travel
has increased greatly, because gas is expensive.
He said it is cheaper to buy box of meat than to
hunt and that higher gas costs means there are less
observations happening.
James Andre explained that he has observed lots
of erosion happening near his community and that
is has a huge impact on animals. He would like to
see a study on that issue.
Patricia Rogers asked if there are there details
about fish in the ABEKS survey such as if they
were soft or hard? Michael Svoboda said there
was an area on the fish survey where interviewees
could note other observations, such as their
condition.
Richard Gordon would like to see a report that
looks at the history of ABEKS, such as, “what we
saw then and what we will see tomorrow”.
Michael Svoboda talked about the maps that
were just sitting in storage when he started with
ABEKS. At the time, no one was able to say why
or what ABEKS was using the maps for. He found
some money to digitized all the maps so they
are preserved after all that time. Just last year,

The presenters thanked everyone for their
participation and input and the meeting ended at 8
PM.

Aklavik
ABEKS Community Meeting
Mary Kendi Boardroom
March 25th, 2015 5-7PM
In Attendance:
Dorothy Ross, Fanny Greenland, Jeremy Mosher,
Renie Arey, Eva Gordon, Eddy McLeod, Danny
C. Gordon, Eddie Greenland, Robert Buckle, Rose
M. Arey, Andrew Gordon, James Andre, Jodi
Crewe, Michael Svoboda
Introductions & Opening Prayer by Michael
Svoboda & Danny C. Gordon
Presentations:
Administrative Co-ordinator, Jodi Crewe,
presented an overview of Arctic Borderlands
Ecological Knowledge Society. Program Coordinator, Michael Svoboda presented the
community ecosystem survey results from the
2014-2015
program as well
as an update
of the caribou
synthesis data

results (see reports
included).
Community Monitor
Presentations of
community ecosystem
survey summaries by
Dorothy Ross and Rose
M. Arey.
Questions & Discussion:
Danny C. Gordon asked about caribou numbers
for this past year. Michael Svoboda said that
Environment Canada numbers were 197,000.
Rosemary Arey mentioned that many people
noted an unusual bird this past year. Dorothy Ross
said that many people talked about more erosion,
a silver type of fish, and an unusual bird with
stripes.Community members noted that everyone
has seen less caribou this past year.
The ABEKS data indicated that Aklavik
Gwich’in and Inuvialuit are reporting less Dall

Sheet. Renie
Arey asked
if that meant
people were
hunting less.
Michael
Svoboda
explained that
the ABEKS
surveys have a
“don’t know”
check box so
looking at these numbers might say if a certain
species was hunted less than before.
Community members noted that there were
less lynx reported in Aklavik but all communities
together are reporting more. One Community
member asked about how the interviewing
works. Michael Svoboda explained how the
interviewees are chosen by the RRCs/HTCs and
the community monitors attend a training session
before starting the interviews.
Community members asked why there were so
many changes in data over time and what does
this mean. Michael Svoboda suggested how the
ABKES data points to more questions and where
more community-based research might be needed.
He noted that it is just the starting point for further
research, but research that answers questions from
the community.
Robert Buckle suggested about other mammals
that could be in the ABEKS survey such as
squirrel, weasel, porcupine, martin, and otter.
Michael Svoboda and Jodi Crewe mentioned that
these mammals could be added to the “other”
boxes that are available on survey. Robert also
suggested that ABEKS should clarify difference
between red squirrel and ground squirrel on the
survey.
Michael Svoboda explained the background to
survey development and how there used to be a
questions about “why do you think its happening?”
Community, board, and monitors involved at
the time decided it was too long and too hard to
capture this information in each survey.
Rosemary Arey noted that people are seeing
more mice in the community and this might
involve the number of owls. She asked if this
should be included in the survey. Michael Svoboda
noted that it could be included in the “other”
section. He also suggested that the more people
that give answers, the more confidence that builds
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in the work.
Renie Arey noted that they are seeing more
muskox, and also that the caribou location
changed and so the numbers were down. She
suggested that researching muskox would be
useful, and also how they are moving around
Jeremy Mosher asked to clarify a technical
question about the ABEKS survey. He asked
if the “don’t knows” were included in the data
summaries just presented. Michael Svoboda
explained that the “don’t knows” are not included
in the data summary totals which is why it is
important to check off if someone doesn’t know,
rather than leave it blank.

Robert Buckle asked if there would there be a
point where ABEKS would consider taking all
the data and doing a report of the past 20 years.
He suggested it would be useful to overlay the
information with GIS data and weather patterns to
show correlations.
Michael Svoboda noted the same question came
up yesterday at the Inuvik community meeting
and so ABEKS needs to find money to answer that
question. He also noted that WMACns recently
requested the data that was digitized in 2008 for an
Aklavik study.
Robert Buckle commented that people are
asking more about the ABEKS data and there is a
growing recognition out there. Michael Svoboda
returned to the “So What?” piece from the
presentation [see attached documents] where this
is a reminder that the data is there for communities
to answer questions and engage
in further research.
Robert Buckle mentioned that
the Government of Canada
should provide more funding.
Michael Svoboda noted some
ABEKS previous collaborations
with Parks Canada [see online
report], the new fish analysis
project with the GRRB and how

Sachs Harbour as contacted ABEKS again to begin
conversations about ABEKS community ecosystem
monitoring.
Renie Arey asked who is on the board now and
Jodi Crewe reviewed all the members for the group
and mentioned that the list is also on the website.
Renie also mentioned she would be interested in
being on the board.
Community members asked if there was a
question in the ABEKS survey that reflects the
location people were fishing from. Michael Svoboda
responded that fishing locations are not part of
the surveys. Many community members noted it
is important to indicate if they are on the coast
or inland – are they in Yukon or NWT – because
this would determine the type and amount of fish
being caught. A community member also noted
that indicating different hunting locations would be
valuable.
Danny Gordon asked if the geese data was
available and if all types of geese were grouped
together on the survey or recorded separately.
Eddie Greenland noted that locational questions
would be good to show how migrations are moving.
Danny Gordon noted that he numbers of Yellowlegs
are increasing. Eddie Greenland said there were
more “blue geese” in the last year.
Renie Arey mentioned that the berries are
ripening sooner now, and that there are more now in
July than in August.
James Andre asked if the muskox are having an
effect on the Porcupine Caribou Herd.
Elders are saying that muskox are
destroying landscape for caribou.
The presenters thanked everyone for
their participation and input and the
meeting ended at 7 PM.

Tsiigehtchic
ABEKS Community Meeting
Gwich’in Social & Cultural Institute
Boardroom
March 26th, 2015 3:30-4:45 PM
In Attendance:
Anna May MacLeod, Leighanne Lennie, John
Norbert, John Firth, Grace Blake, Alestine Andre,
James Andre, Jodi Crewe, Michael Svoboda
Introductions by Michael Svoboda
Presentations:
Administrative Co-ordinator, Jodi Crewe,
presented an overview of Arctic Borderlands
Ecological Knowledge Society. Program Coordinator, Michael Svoboda presented the
community ecosystem survey results from the
2014-2015 program as well as an update of
the caribou synthesis data results (see reports
included).
The Tsiigehtchic Community Monitor,
Leighanne Lennie, presented the community
ecosystem survey summaries. This is Leighanne’s
5th year as the Tsiigehtchic Community Monitor.
Questions & Discussion:
Community members commented on seeing
more lynx. Many community members were
interested in what Old Crow was experiencing.
Community members noted that more muskox
were observed in most communities, so people
in Tsiigehtchic wondering how the muskox are
affecting caribou locations.
Everyone at the table agreed that there were
fewer muskrat overall last season than in previous
seasons.
Anna Mae MacLeod observed packs of 40 to 50
wolves last season. She recalled how the frozen

snow changed quickly to hard ice a few years back
and reduced the caribou numbers.
Grace Blake noted that if people hear that there
are no caribou in the area then they d not even go
out because they cannot afford to go looking.
One community member asked about seeing if
there are any overall trends with the ABEKS data
over the past 15 years. Michael Svoboda noted
that this question has been raised at the previous
community meetings and that we would need to
find extra funding to do that project.
Community members asked about how the
ABEKS data is accessed and shared. Jodi Crewe
explained that the data request form is available
online on the website or by contacting her directly.
The Board reviews each request and the community
must supply supporting documents before access
to particular data is shared. She noted that all the
names of the interviewees are confidential and that
the files are kept in a secure location.
Community members asked how the Porcupine
Caribou Management Board uses the ABEKS
data. Michael Svoboda explained that Arctic
Borderlands information is incorporated to the
Annual Summary Report completed by the
Porcupine Caribou Technical Committee (PCTC)
and discussed during the Annual Harvest Meeting
to assist in this decision-making. The PCTC
summarizes information about if interviewees’
needs were met for caribou, information about
abnormalities (caribou herd condition), and data
about extreme weather events, such as icing and
deep snow.
Grace Blake, Gwichya Gwich’in RRC President,
stated that is was good to know about this
community data and how it can be accessed
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because people have been coming to her for
information. She mentioned it would also be very
useful for species at risk information. Grace also
noted that it is important to make sure there is
no duplication with the fish analysis since there
is lots of demand on the RRCs time, so need to
streamline the work.
Michael Svoboda talked about how people have
been asking ABKES for more analysis of the data
and how it was important that the communities
also support this.
Grace Blake talked about how accuracy is
important and that it would be good to interview
more people as well.
Michael Svoboda discussed how the data
summaries presented could start to show a little of
what is happening. He suggested that ABEKS is
not about explaining the “why” part, but that the
data graphs are “the end of the beginning” and the
starting point for someone to look into the “why”.
The presenters thanked everyone for their
participation and input and the meeting ended at
5 PM.

Fort McPherson
ABEKS Community Meeting
Fort McPherson Hamlet Complex
March 26th, 2015 6:00-7:00 PM
In Attendance:
Shane Sterrett, Alexandra Francis, May Andre,
Les P. Blake, David Krutko, Larry Firth, James
Andre, Jodi Crewe, Michael Svoboda
Introductions by Michael Svoboda
Presentations:
Administrative Co-ordinator, Jodi Crewe,
presented an overview of Arctic Borderlands
Ecological Knowledge Society. Program Coordinator, Michael Svoboda presented the
community ecosystem survey results from the
2014-2015 program as well as an update of
the caribou synthesis data results (see reports
included).
The Fort McPherson Community Monitor,
May Andre, presented the community ecosystem
survey summary. This is May’s 11th year as the
Tsiigehtchic Community Monitor. May Andre
asked for the audience to note that on first printed
version of the summary report, there is a typo –
the insect nest were one inch, not one foot wide.
Questions & Discussion:
Many community members spoke about the
problem of increased muskox in the area and how
they may be affecting the caribou migration. It
was noted by many that the caribou came down
towards the community and then switched around
and headed back north.
Also many people noted how it was important to
keep track of changes on the land.
There was a general discussion about how and
why the water levels in town have been increasing.
James Andre and other community members
commented on the increase of willows along the
waterways and especially how it has gone from
flats to willows. He noted that there used to be
barges that were able to go up the Peel River
but how many people have been having a hard
time traveling the rivers because of sand bars. In
addition, people have been noticing that spring
comes a month earlier than it used to.

been observed. Community members agreed with
the ABEKS data that also indicated that birds
have been nesting and leaving at different times.
One community member wondered if the caribou
migration changed because of the smoke from the
NWT fires.
Many people described how the timing of the
seasons is noticeably changing. May Andre noted
that one person she interviewed described seeing
nine muskox near Fort McPherson.
There was a discussion about recent results of
contaminants tested in the Peel River. May Andre
describe how a recent test has shown that arsenic
is present in Fort McPherson drinking water?
Community members wondered if this might be
related to melting permafrost.
Community members discussed how people turn
to hunting other species when there is less caribou.
James Andre asked for more information about the
relationship between caribou and other species. He
suggested, as an example, that people are hunting
more moose, possibly just because they have been
seeing more moose.
One community member asked about the other
information on the ABEKS website that describes
what other researchers are doing. Michael Svoboda
explained how the scientific indicators on the
ABEKS website are generated from a researcher
who pulls together information from other
researchers on specific ecosystem topics.
Community members noted that it would be
interesting to find out more about moose in their
area.
The presenters thanked everyone for their
participation and input and the meeting ended at 7
PM.

Community members commented that they
would like to find someone who can speak to the
changes observed in the water levels.
ABEKS data indicated that more beavers have
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Thank you to the 2014 Community Monitoring Participants:
Arctic Village, Alaska
Rodney Albert
Marvin Ross
Galen Gilbert
Danny Gemmill
Robert Erick
Joel Tritt
Gregory Gilbert
Jewels Gilberts
Justin Gemmill
Allen Tritt
Mike Lee
Ernie Peter
Brewster Jonhson
Jim Hollandsworth
Harvey Willoya
Douglas Felix
Mabeleen Christian
Charlie Sweeney
Jerrald John
Tuktoyaktuk, NWT
James Buddy Gruben
Randy Gruben
Richard Gruben
Opi Anikina
Lucky Pokiak
Noel Raymond
Melanie Keevik
Daniel Nogasak
Tsiigehtchic, NWT
Frederick Blake Jr.
Alestine Andre
Darby Blake
Jason McLeod
Peter Ross
Sammy Lennie
Archie Inglangasuk Jr.
AnnaMay McLeod
Daniel Andre
Aklavik - Inuvialuit, NWT
Michael McLeod
Esther Joe
Cheryl Arey
Renie Arey
Trent Arey
Devon Arey
Dennis Arey
Jordan McLeod
Patrick Gordon
Larry Arey
Dannny Gordon Jr.
Bill Hanson
Mark Gordon
Brandon McLeod
Jonas Meyook
5 anonymous
Inuvik – Gwich’in, NWT
Ernie Francis
Billie Lennie
Ruth Wright

Aklavik – Gwich’in, NWT
Richard Ross Sr.
Fred Greenland
Ian McLeod
James Edwards
Freddie Greenland
Wayne Mitchell
Sigmor Furlong
Sandra Arey
Shandel McLeod
Fort McPherson, NWT
Fred Koe
Mary E. Snowshoe
Billy Wilson
Abe Stewart Jr.
Wanda Pascal
Robert James Francis
Brian Francis
Kenny Koe
Lawrence Robert
Wilbert Firth
Thomas Koe
James Andre
Abe Peterson
Walter Vittrekwa
Rosalie Ross
Steven Tetlichi
Archie Jerome
Alice & Ernest Vittrekwa
Keith Colin
Inuvik – Inuvialuit, NWT
Bertha Joe
John Day
Jerry Rogers
Clara Day
Hank Rogers Sr.
Shelly Hendrick
Douglas Esagok
Scott Kasook
Donna Rogers
Old Crow, YT
Philip Rispin
Jane Montgomery
Mary Jane Moses
Lance Nagwan
William Josie
David Frost
Joel Peter
Betty Choquette
George Nukon
Harold Frost Sr.
Stan Njootli Jr.
Elizabeth Kaye
Robert Kaye
& to those who wish to remain anonymous,

Thank you!
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