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GWICH’IN - TSIIGEHTCHIC,
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

http://www.grrb.nt.ca/settlementarea.htm

LEIGHANNE LENNIE

Twenty people completed the Arctic Borderlands surveys in Tsiigehtchic

and the majority of them spent their time fishing throughout the summer
and fall with other activities such as hunting, hauling wood and trapping
being practiced throughout the winter and spring. There was also the usual
berry picking in in the summer and early fall.
The weather was not too bad. Even though summer was nothing but rain,
we had a mild fall with hardly any snow, which is unusual. However too
much snow has been reported earlier in the year. With water too soon we
thought it was an early spring for sure. Some birds came and then it just
ended up freezing over again, which made the geese come later. There
were some birds around later in the fall as well. Eagles and seagulls were
around until almost November.
Berries did not seem too bad last year. Blueberries were reported to have
good abundance and quality. There were not many cranberries reported.
Overall it was about an average to poor berry year.

TSIIGEHTCHIC,
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The fishing numbers are dropping in Tsiigehtchic compared to when I
first started the surveys and even then they were not as high as they used
to be. There was not anything too unusual reported except for a Char and
some Red suckers. People are still getting the odd pickerel but it seems to
be more and more each year. Loche numbers were also reported to be in
decline.
Most participants reported that the birds are declining more and more. It
was also reported that there are more eagles and Sandhill Cranes around
the community. There was one report of a hummingbird.
The bugs seemed to be fewer last year. Some people figure it was from all
the smoke and fire that was up river last summer, but who knows. There
were some reports of a bigger, light-yellow mosquito or different kinds of
mosquitoes. I am not sure if that is what they were referring to, but bugs
were reported to be bigger and more different insects are coming about.
Bears seem to be the same to less around the community and wolves as
well. Mammal numbers are also dropping. The red fox seems to be doing
alright because it is seen more and more each year.
Land erosion has been reported more and more each year with landslides
along the Mackenzie River and slumping inland around the lakes and
creeks.
Everyone has expressed interest in the survey and is willing to participate
again. It has been a good experience for all and they say it is a valuable
survey.
Thank you.
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GWICH’IN - FORT MCPHERSON,
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

MAY ANDRE
http://www.grrb.nt.ca/settlementarea.htm

The information gathered was from harvesters that either spent most of

their time out on the land, or spent weeks or day trips. All were hunting,
trapping, fishing, berry picking, collecting tree sap, camping, and hiking or
all of these activities.
Weather
In winter there was lots of snow, cold winds, and lots of overflow. There
were sudden changes in weather. Elders feel they cannot predict weather
any more. One day would be warm and the next day extremely cold. The
ice was not as thick as in previous years.
In spring and summer there were not many muskrats, ducks, or birds.
Long ago it used to be noisy with the wildlife. Most ponds dried up, and
the soil seems to be soaking up the moisture. There were sudden strong
winds and other extreme weather conditions such as cold, wet, and rain
to extreme heat. Water levels were steadily changing, with the lowest level
seen in October. It was hard to make dry fish and not a very good summer
overall.
We had very mild weather in the fall. There was lots of soft, powdery,

snow that stayed on the willows and other trees because there were no
strong west winds to blow the snow away. There was also lots of overflow.
It rained in December for half and hour up river.
Berries
There were no berries in the Delta and up river. There were lots of blueberries, cranberries, and knuckles in certain places and on the mountains,
however not everyone met their needs last year.
Fish
There were a lot of whitefish and conies, though not many Dolly Varden.
Everyone met their needs.
Birds
The numbers of ducks were reported to be less or the same last year although there were more in certain places in the Delta. There were more
ptarmigan, geese, cranes, loons, swans, and shorebirds reported at Road
River.
Most people do not know about falcons, though some people reported
seeing them less. There were less eagles, hawks, owls, woodpeckers, nighthawks, and kingfishers reported last year.
In mid-April a bird the size of a Whiskey Jack, with black and white
colours and similar to a woodpecker, was seen at 8 Mile.
There were not as many waterfowl reported and most arrived late though
many left later as the fall weather was mild. Many people reported that
there are not as many birds as long ago.
Insects
Some people reported fewer mosquitos last year, but lots of sandflies and
moths. Overall there were fewer insects. The bumbles bees seemed bigger
and more Monarch butterflies were seen.
Caribou
There were less caribou observed last year as they took a different route to
Alaska, probably due to too much traffic on highways and the main travelling migration route was burnt out by fire.
Some reasons why some hunters didn’t go hunting were: availability and
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location of caribou, the cost of gas and equipment, and not enough caribou. The caribou were observed to be in good shape.
Caribou Predators
There were more grizzly bears reported and less black bears. There were
more wolves, and fewer lynx and wolverines. Most people did not know
about Golden eagles.
Mammals
There were more beavers and fewer muskrats, squirrels, and red fox. In
some places there were more lynx and muskrats. Some people said there
were fewer caribou and others said there were more as the main herd took
a different migration route.
There were more martin and mink depending on the location, and the
same or more observed for moose. Most people did not know about
Mountain sheep but there were more otters. Two muskox were seen at
James Creek. Last year there were lots of rabbits this fall, and then all of
the sudden there were hardly any.
Summary of Unique, Rare, Unusual Wildlife and Observations
There was lots of erosion, more slumping and fast melting permafrost.
There were many cut banks on the sides of rivers, lakes, and creeks. The
lakes are breaking open and willows are growing at a fast and dense rate.
The shrubs on hills and mountains are growing fast. The water levels were
low.
There were less Dolly Varden and Crooked Backs, but more pickerel. One
person caught ten sockeye salmon at Eight Mile Creek.
There were caribou below McPherson and at Eight Mile Creek in October
and as mentioned, the caribou took a different route to Alaska.
There were too many grizzly bears with bears having 2 to 3 cubs, which is
unusual. Many people felt this should be monitored.
An unusual black and white bird that looked like a woodpecker but was
the size of a Whiskey Jack, was seen at Eight Mile Creek. One magpie was

seen below McPherson. More small, yellow birds were seen and lots of
robin lookalikes were seen. There were flocks of noisy, black birds and one
person saw a hummingbird. Blackbirds bigger than a raven and smaller
than an eagle were observed at Road River. Blackbirds with white stripes
on the sides and a bit smaller than Whiskey Jacks were also seen. Also
there were black ducks observed here that are usually seen around the
coast.
There were hardly any thunderstorms and west winds, but many sand flies.
There were unusual skinny wasps (yellow and black with 4 flickering, silvery wings, approximately 2-2.5 inches long) that are ugly and dangerous
looking! Their nests are at least 1 inch wide. A few years ago someone got
stung on her arm and it was swollen and painful for 1 month. There were
also lots of grey and bright brown moths.
The muskox were observed to be ruining the lichen and people said the
caribou do not like their scent and that muskox and grizzly bears should be
monitored.
Some people observed how there was too much frost on the traps and bait
and this masks the smell of the bait from animals. Too much snow affected
all animals. One large, white muskrat was observed twenty miles up river.
General Comments on the Community Monitoring
Some Elders said the survey took too long.
All the information is important to everyone. Things are changing so fast
and this will affect our way of life.
Too much repetition of questions.
Enjoyed doing surveys with anything to do with our land. We must try to
protect our land (i.e. do not throw garbage on land or in water. Be careful
that you don’t start fires).
This information is good for the public.
Remove animals that are not in our area from the survey, i.e. coyote, polar
bears, whales.
Good to keep track of changes on our land, and we appreciate the information.
Thank you to everyone who participated in this survey.
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GWICH’IN - INUVIK,
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

http://www.grrb.nt.ca/settlementarea.htm

CHERYL WRIGHT

Thank you for the opportunity once again for allowing me to survey the
Gwich’in people of Inuvik. This is my second year preparing the report.
Time on the Land:
The harvesters that I interviewed this year are all part-time harvesters.
Most trips out on the land were on weekends, holidays and day trips to
hunt, trap or fish.
Weather:
There was not much reported on the weather or any unusual or extreme
cases that they can recall. The weather is always changing, it was either
very hot during the summer and the fall was a lot of rain.
Porcupine Caribou:
There were less caribou last year. Everyone reported that it was hard to
find any when they had gone hunting. Some people reported that they just

did not go hunting at all because of the cost gas or they did not have the
equipment to go out. Once again, if someone from Inuvik wanted to go
hunting, they would have to go way up in the hills past Fort McPherson.
The caribou that was harvested were reported as normal. Nothing unusual
about caribou conditions was reported.
Berries:
Most people reported there were hardly any cranberries this year. You
might find the odd patches but most reported there were none. Some
picked blueberries and knuckles, but then again that too was scarce to find.
Fish:
Not much was reported on fish. Most people seemed to just fish once in
a while when they set nets. Most gave away their fish to family or friends.
There were no fish caught for dogs at all, not like long ago.
Animals/Mammals:
From my reports there is a lot or more wolves, moose, grizzlies, bears and
rabbits. There was also sightings of seals or whales that came right into the
Delta or to Inuvik.
Closing Remarks:
In closing, I once again enjoyed interviewing and listening to some stories
and visiting.
Thank you.
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INUVIALUIT - AKLAVIK ,
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

ROSEMARY AREY
http://www.wmacns.ca/pdfs/196_ISRinset.pdf

I would like to start of by thanking you for giving me the opportunity to
do the surveys again greatly appreciated.

Time On The Land
Most of the harvesters that I interviewed were staying in Aklavik and few
spring out. A couple of the interviewees live year round at their camp.
Weather
Most people reported nothing unusual, but some say that we had a longer
spring and fall. They also reported different winds and not much snow. We
had a very late fall with no snow even the rabbits were white while there
was no snow.
Caribou
People reported that there seemed to be less caribou around this past year.

Some people think they have taken different routes. There was one report
of a bad liver, but over all there was a good harvest, and they were nice
and fat. A few people reported other animals eating the caribou, like eagles
and wolves.
Insects
Most people reported that the bugs were normal, although one person
reported that the spiders were getting bigger in the coastal area and that
there were more grasshoppers around the coastal area.
Birds
There were more snowbirds and eagles in the spring. One person saw a
magpie and one reported that they saw little back birds with white eyes
and traveling in bunches. Also I saw a couple of Great Grey Owls in the
delta.
Fish
A lot of people are catching Dolly Varden and herrings. Most said it was
a good season and there was one person who reported that they caught a
few flat fish.
Berries
Most of the people picked cloudberries and said they were ripe much earlier than usual. Cranberries were hardly seen around the delta, but some
say there were a lot in the mountains. More raspberries are being seen and
they are tasty!
Mammals
Most people reported that there were a lot of beavers and that they are
making dams in small creeks and rivers. There were also more otters. Beluga whales were also reported around the Delta this fall.
Thank you.
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DOROTHY ROSS

Weather

It was not as cold as other years. Summer and spring was about the same.
In the winter months there was not as much snow, but during January and
February it got a little colder. There was a lot of erosion of the land with
trees dropping into the water from banks falling and slumping into the rivers.
Berries
There were not as many berries picked last year. Many were already dried
out and cooked from the sun so the quality was not that great. Despite this,
some people reported that they did meet there needs for berries. The berries were about the same, but the Akpiks were a bit early and started to get
too dry. Many reported that the cranberries were harder to find than in
other years.
Fish
Many people were fishing in the fall, summer, and winter. There were no

strange or unusual reports about fish. The fishing was great and everyone
stocked up on their supply - even for their dogs. The types of fish that people caught were: Whitefish, Crooked back, Loche, Coney, Char, and Jackfish. There was a report of an unknown silver type salmon.
Birds
Most people reported that most of the birds arrived about the same
time as normal. Some left a little later than usual. The birds came and
left about the same time, but a few strange birds were seen. Some of the
strange birds were really colourful with stripes on the neck and black bodies.
Caribou
People reported that the caribou was not as good as other years but many
managed to meet their needs for the season. There were three caribou
predator kill sights seen. There were also a few bad livers on the caribou,
but mostly all were good. The caribou seemed to be traveling along a
migration route that was different from their usual routes. Some people
reported that they could not meet their needs for caribou due to medical
reasons or the cost of gasoline.
Insects
The mosquitoes were reported to be about the same last year.
Mammals
Everyone reported that there is an overpopulation of beaver. There are
many dried up rivers from the beavers making beaver dams and houses.
People reported a lot more muskrats and people are happy to be hunting
them again. Bears seem to be about the same.
Thank you.
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GWITCH’IN - OLD CROW,
YUKON

JASON VAN FLEET
http://www.environmentyukon.ca/maps/media/uploads/pdf-maps/Traditional_Territories_ENV.020.02.pdf

Good day Arctic Borderlands people,

Please consider the following piece as an overview and insight learned
through the interviewing process and discussion with community members
at large.
The interviewees and the process:
The public appeared to all recall doing interviews in the past and believed
in the value of long term data collection. Generally all were happy to provide information regarding related to fish, wildlife and subsistence gathering for the interview.
The list of interviewees (female and male) were developed and finalized
considering areas from which they spend time on the land and with the
support of the North Yukon Renewable Resources Council. Having said
that, Interviewees have been selected from both up and down the Porcupine and Crow (up only) Rivers, individuals that spend time north of Old
Crow, in the Crow Flat area and south of Old Crow in the Bear Cave
Mountain Area.

A final comment regarding the interview process, it was suggested by a few
interviewees that a data collection book or calendar be developed to help
document events throughout the year. Some had a difficult time recalling
events and harvest numbers.
The interviewer:
As the interviewer for the Community Monitoring Contract I had an opportunity to stimulate conversation with the interviewees drawing out stories, traditional knowledge and comments to the questions being asked and
for additional relevant information.
The following is a list of findings coming out as a result of the interview
process.
Generally speaking it was noticed or felt that the winter conditions, temperature and snow, have seen the greatest levels of change over the past
couple of years. People suggested that the temperature does not get as cold
as it used to and for not the duration or length of time they are used to.
Snow accumulation for the year seems to be more or greater than previous
years. Snow accumulation is added to later in document.
The questionnaire portion pertaining to birds seems to suggest fewer levels
of birds in this area. Birds are arriving later and leaving earlier. I am not
sure how many time individuals said to me I have not heard the chika dee
dee dee dee song last year.
It was strongly suggested that the caribou have changed their migration
route. I can remember about 20 years ago being raised in Dawson City
and driving a 100 kms up the Dempster highway to get a caribou. This is
where they were wintered every year at that time. Now satellite collaring
and images show that the Porcupine Caribou are wintering in northern
Alaska travelling north of Old Crow through the flats. This makes them
very inaccessible for Vuntut Gwichin people to hunt and access them for
subsistence purposes.
A story/statement was told to me by a citizen that was told to them by an
elder. The story went something like the last time caribou did not come
through Old Crow in 1996, there was a rare and unusual weather event.
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That year it rained and created a very hard crust on the snow pack. These
are very tough conditions for caribou to feed. So the caribou went to a
place where it is easier to access food during the winter. Once again in the
fall of 2014, the caribou passed north of Old Crow and continued on to
northern Alaska. It was felt by this individual that the caribou knew we
were going to have more snow than usual and continued on to easier places to feed. This may be something to watch for in the coming years?
Fish and salmon are a traditional foods for both dogs and Vuntut People.
A wide variety of fish are taken annually and used to feed dogs and people
alike. Several fishing persons did not meet there needs last year for salmon.
Berries seem to be stable and were abundant during the summer months.
I also do water sampling for Environment Canada and just wanted to
mention that the ice thickness for the Crow River is about 4 to 6 feet. The
ice thickness for the Porcupine River is 30 inches and I am told that this is
very unusual.
Well that is all for my final report regarding the Community Monitoring
Contract 2014/15. I really enjoyed working with the community on this
project and would like to do it again in the future.
I thank you for taking the time to review my report and look forward to
hearing from the community.

INUVIALUIT - TUKTOYAKTUK, NT

ELIZABETH AREY

http://www.wmacns.ca/pdfs/196_ISRinset.pdf

The majority of interviewees were the same as last year and some had to

be replace because either they were not available or lack of interest. The
people I interviewed cooperated well and were eager to share their observations.
Weather
A lot of individuals reported that there was more wind throughout the
spring and summer, and sometimes prevented them from going on the
land. It was reported that fall during freeze up and January and February
are mild, while May seems to be very cold, some saying it turned back to
winter when it should be spring. A few people noted see more erosion on
the land.
Berries
Some individuals did some berry picking. A few individuals reported that
berries are ripening a couple of weeks earlier than the year before. Individuals report an average year for ukpiks and cranberries, but a poor year
for blueberries. Some noted that you have to beat the geese or they will
clear fields out of berries.
Fish
There was a lot of fishing for whitefish, crooked back conney and herring.
Some people fished for dogs, but most for subsistence and family.
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Birds
Most say that geese, cranes, ducks and swans are abundant. An individual
reported seeing huge flocks of up to 50 cranes that are usually seen in
small flocks. Most are reporting seeing a little yellow warbler more often
and more appearances of the pigeon hawk.
Caribou
Most hunters said that the caribou are in good shape. A few notices some
abnormalities such as white spots in the meat and limping, buy mostly in
the winter. Some hunters say that there are lots of caribou and they are
healthy. Most hunters reporting seeing predator kill sites and one hunter
noted the two he saw were killed by wolverine.
Insects
A few people said there were more mosquitos, but most said it was an average year for mosquitos. More yellow-jackets are being seen in the area and
the insects are staying later in the year.
Caribou Predators
More eagles, wolves and grizzly bears are being seen. A hunter noted that
grizzly bear mothers are often seen with 3 or 4 cubs noting that they are
finding more food to provide for so many cubs. Some hunters noted that
they see a lot more wolverine tracks around the area.
Mammals
Not every person hunted every animal, but beavers, muskrats and moose
are becoming more abundant.
Also people mentioned that they are seeing more ringed seals when they
are hunting. It might be good to add this species to the survey.
Conclusion
Overall the surveys went well. It was a challenge to find a time to meet
with people. Most people said they would do the interview again and were
interested in giving their observations. I think the consistency of these surveys make people aware of the observations and to be aware to look for
unusual occurrences.

GWICH’IN - ARCTIC VILLAGE, ALASKA

MILDRED ALLEN

Hello! Another year has passed of interviewing 20 people, ages ranging
from 20 to 70. This year I visited mostly young men and women who are
mostly out on the land.
People hunted more in spring and in fall than in other seasons. Caribou
season has been good, same as last year. Half the people have gone ice
fishing and a few put in nets and share with relatives. So it was a good year
for people to be on our land. With the current price of gas, people haul
wood along with hunting and fishing to save on gas.
Weather
The weather has been changing frequently and was very unusual last year.
Last spring was chilly but very cold in January and February. Spring was
dry and there was more snow. For May there was an early break up and
June and July were cold and rainy. So summer was cold, just like last year.
August and September was rainy and warm so it was good for people because there was less wood burning and more time to fish and work. Half
of the people were seasonal workers, but they made time to hunt and be
out on the land.
Berries
Berries did not fully ripen so it was a poor year. Some people said you have
to go up river or to some areas where blueberries grew well. It was a poor
season for cranberries too. Salmonberries grew well, and hunters said they
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enjoyed eating berries while hunting.
Birds
It was estimated that less and less birds are coming back or migrating
through. People said they heard less bird calls and less ducks. Not all people hunt ducks because of work or not having the time. Some younger
generations like to go out and hike around lakes from 12 to 7AM to hunt
ducks. Birds of all kinds arrived early and stayed later due to the longer fall
season.
Caribou
Caribou season was good, like last year. In winter, they went through far to
the east of Arctic Village and moved to the Venetie area. They stayed there
until midwinter, and then came to Arctic Village until they were ready to
head to the coast. There were more bulls last fall and it was a good season.
There also were more numbers observed of females with young.
Everyone met their needs for stocking up and sent some out to relatives
and so forth. Caribou condition was good but some said they were too
skinny in winter months. No physical abnormalities were reported.
Insects
Bugs and mosquitoes were fewer than normal because it was a cold summer, which was unusual. There were fewer horseflies. People said they
rarely see bumblebees and that they are smaller.
Caribou Predators
There were not very many predators bothering caribou. There were more
brown bears than in other years and of course wolves came in packs and
stayed with the caribou. There were more than last year.
Mammals
Mammals are rarely around. They may have moved somewhere else.
There were no beaver spotted, but muskrats are coming back. Squirrels
and rabbit are rarely seen. There were marten and wolverine and it was
a good season for trapping. Fox numbers are the same as in other years.
Moose were scarce, as they do not get along with caribou, so they are moving away as caribou is moving in. Caribou stay in groups and are constantly moving, which is very unusual. Some hunters wonder why they don’t

stay in one area very long.
Fish:
The river channel is widening and there are more sand bars and willow
growth. There are more underwater plants, which is not good for fish to
move from the lakes to the rivers. Warmer water due to the longer fall season was not good for fish, especially whitefish, as they get mushy.
People were happy for the warm year we had. Less wood was needed for
burning and there was a longer fall season. November was like springtime.
The four-wheelers were still out because there was no snow, which made
it difficult for snow machines. The snow finally came in December and it
snowed heavily December and January. It became really cold in January
and February. The sun returns these days and it came back almost a few
weeks early.
Everyone liked the information that is provided for places where erosion is
bad. There are soft spots on the rivers and lakes, and weather conditions
are changing rapidly.
I enjoy interviewing people, so this year I worked mostly with young hunters to see their view on how they are experiencing climate change. They
also learn from the older people’s information and it really helps them to
understand the land, weather, and animal behaviour that are changing too.
Some people say animal behaviour is not the same because they are adjusting to the seasonal changes – like when November had spring weather.
The ground squirrels were still running around.
Everyone was happy to get the gas because people like to be out on the
land. In fall time a lot of people camp and store up food.
Thank you.
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